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Clarivate Blog Post

This Webinar has a 
related blog post, added 
today.

Check it out for additional 
information.
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https://clarivate.com/webofsciencegroup/article/how-to-find-the-right-journal-for-your-research-using-actual-data/


Agenda 1. What to look for in a journal and why

2. How Web of Science can provide an insight into your 
topic’s key journals

3. How to use Journal Citation Reports™ (JCR) to get 
unique insight into a journal’s activities and influence

4. How to use Manuscript Matcher in the Master Journal 
List™ to find the journals that are the ‘best-fit’ for your 
manuscript

5. Additional Resources



What to look for in a journal and why
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What and Why? To start off, it’s important to consider what you need and want out of 
the publishing process.

The goal for many researchers is to find a prestigious, peer-reviewed 
journal. The aim being maybe to:-
• support an application for tenure
• assist in promotion
• assist with future funding. 

It’s worth considering the following:-
• if your research is in a specialized field, you may want to avoid a 

journal with a multidisciplinary focus
• if you have ground-breaking results, you may want to pay attention 

to journals with a speedy review process and frequent publication 
schedule

• if you work in a field such as Public Health, you may want to make 
your paper easily available as open access

• your institution or funder may place certain requirements on your 
journal selection.

Here we look at tools that provide you with unbiased information, to 
help you choose the right journal to meet your needs?

There are many reasons 
why people want to find 
out information about 
journals. 

Here are a few 
considerations.



How Web of Science can provide an 
insight into your topic’s key journals

6



7

Analyze Results

Start with a topic search, to find 
publications in the fields you are focusing 

on. Then click “Analyze Results”.
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Analyze Results

Analyze Results can be used to visualize 
the Source Title – Journals / Conferences 

and to drill down to their documents.
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Analyze Results

You can also Download a list of Journals 
to analyse outside the Web of Science.
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Analyze Results – Follow the Citations



How to use Journal Citation Reports™ 
(JCR) to get unique insight into a journal’s 

activities and influence
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New for the June 2020 release
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New Help
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Journal Profile
Journals cannot be fully understood by a single 

number (the Journal Impact Factor). 
The Journal Citation Reports provides extensive 
information for you to make informed decisions.

The general journal information provides an insight 
into the frequency of publication and the fields it 

operates in. Clicking a field provides a quick way to 
analyse all journals in that specific field.
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Journal Profile

The distribution of the citation activity 
in JCR year, to items published in the 

journal in the prior two years

The impact factor and percentile in 
category for the journal, back to its 

entry into the JCR.
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Journal Profile

If you wish to dive in deeper 
into the citation data that 
was used to calculate the 

current JIF, it is all available.
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Journal Profile

Citations made to the journal and from 
the journal over the past 10 years, can be 

analysed too, with charts like above.
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Journal Profile

Citational relationships that the 
journal has is a good way to find 
closely linked journals. A single 
click takes you to their profile.
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Journal Profile

The contributions to the journal by countries and organisations, 
can provide an insight into regional influence/bias.

Our new 
Open Access 
analysis, can 

help you 
understand 

how the 
journal made 
publications 

available.
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Journal Analysis and Comparison

JCR shows the number of 
journals in each category, 
together with the average 

Journal Impact Factor for that 
research field. By drilling 

down, journals in a particular 
research field can be 

compared.
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Journal Analysis and Comparison

JCR shows the number of 
journals in each category, 
together with the average 

Journal Impact Factor for that 
research field. By drilling 

down, journals in a particular 
research field can be 

compared.

The Compare Journals 
analysis can be made for 
a set of journals, over a 

time frame, in a 
category, using a 
particular metric.



2020 release

This is due on the 29th

June 2020.

It will be the culmination 
of months of works, 
pulling together and 
checking the data for this 
year’s reports.

Providing you with 
‘publisher-neutral journal 
intelligence’.
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https://clarivatesupport.webex.com/clarivatesupport/onstage/g.php?MTID=e1ade63418a436eed42570f3db25076c1


How to use Manuscript Matcher in the 
Master Journal List™ to find the journals 
that are the ‘best-fit’ for your manuscript
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What is in the 
Master Journal List

• coverage in the Web of 
Science™

• Open Access information 
(including whether a journal 
is Gold OA)

• associated subject 
categories

• aims and scope

• frequency of publication

• download statistics

• average number of weeks 
from submission to 
publication

• peer review information 
(including type and policy)
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New Master Journal List

• Search for a particular journal, or a set 
of journals meeting certain criteria. 

• Find out their publishing details, their 
Open Access policy, Peer Review 
process, APC fees and more.

• Download the list of journals for each 
of the Web of Science indexes and our 
other databases too. 

https://apps.clarivate.com/mjl-beta/home
https://apps.clarivate.com/mjl-beta/home
https://apps.clarivate.com/mjl-beta/home
https://apps.clarivate.com/mjl-beta/home
https://apps.clarivate.com/mjl-beta/home
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New Master Journal List

Use Manuscript Matcher to search for a 
shortlist of journals that tend to publish 

papers like the one you are writing.
Just enter your paper’s title and a detailed 

abstract for it, the algorithm returns journals 
that publish similar content.

Manuscript 
Matcher to is 
available in 
Word if you 

have EndNote 
installed. This 
will also use 

your citations 
to fine tune 
the results.
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Search Web of 
Science from MJL

This month we added the 
capability of searching the 
selected journal’s content 
in the Web of Science, for 
documents on a specific 
topic.

Even if you do not have a 
subscription to Web of 
Science, results will be 
returned (in a preview).
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Additional Resources

https://clarivate.com/webofsciencegroup/support/home/
https://clarivate.com/webofsciencegroup/article/introducing-new-open-access-data%e2%80%afin-the-journal-citation-reports/
https://play.vidyard.com/p3yiYBGxR8MV9FFDmT1kMh.jpg?
https://play.vidyard.com/NqbQxhsTAHF8vb5xYnAiC4.jpg?
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