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Description Subject Coverage 
PAIS International, the database of the US Public Affairs 
Information Services, is produced by ProQuest – CSA Social 
Sciences.  It covers the full range of the social sciences, with 
emphasis on contemporary public issues and the making and 
evaluation of public policy.  Worldwide in geographic scope, 
PAIS indexes publications in many languages including English, 
French, German, Italian, Portuguese, and Spanish. 
 
Data is indexed from more than 1,200 journals and 8,000 
monographs per year.  It provides access to articles, books, 
pamphlets, government documents; also publications of public 
and private agencies, yearbooks, statistical compilations, and 
directories. 
 

 

Information reported in PAIS International includes: 
 

• Banking & finance 
• Business 
• Court decisions 
• Demography 
• Economics 
• Government & public administration 
• International trade & relations 
• Legislation 
• Political science 
• Public policy 
• Sociology 
• Statistics 

 
 

Date Coverage Update Frequency 
1972–present Monthly 

Geographic Coverage Document Types 
International Articles 

Books 
Features 
Government/Official documents 
Monographs 
Pamphlets 
Websites/Webcasts    

Publisher 

PAIS International is provided by ProQuest – CSA Social Sciences. Questions concerning file content should be directed 
to: 

ProQuest – CSA Social Sciences Telephone: +1-858-571-8979 
+1-800-752-3945 

P.O. Box 22206 Fax: +1-858-571-8694 
San Diego, CA 92192 E-Mail: sales@csa.com 
USA 
 

  

 

In addition to Search Fields, other tools available for searching are Limit Options, Browse Fields, “Narrow Results 
By” Limiters and Look Up Citation.  Each is listed separately below.  Some data can be searched using more than one 
tool. 
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Search fields 
You can use field codes on the Basic Search, Advanced Search, and Command Line Search pages to limit searches to 
specific fields. The table below lists the field codes for this file. 

Field name Field 
code 

Example Description and Notes 

Abstract AB ab(adolescent near/5 
"physical activity") 

Use Adjacency and/or Boolean operators to 
narrow search results. 

Abstract present ABANY “heavy metals” and 
abany(yes) 

Add: AND ABANY(YES) to a query to limit 
retrieval to records with abstracts. 

Accession number  AN an(2008-153087) A unique document identification number 
assigned by the information provider. 

All fields  ALL all(environm* near/5 
biomass) 

Searches all fields. Use proximity and/or 
Boolean operators to narrow search results. 

All fields + text -- environm* near/5 
biomass 

Same as ALL field code. Searches all fields. 

Author affiliation AF af("dept politics 
international relations") 
af(oxford) 

Includes as much data as is available in the 
original document, such as department, 
organization, address, city, state, country, 
author email, etc.  

Author1 
Author First Name 
Author Last Name 

AU 
AUFN 
AULN 

au(webber, david j) 
aufn(david) 
auln(webber) 

Includes all Authors.  

First author FAU fau(reiss, claire) First name listed in Author field. It is included 
in author browse, but its position cannot be 
specified in the author browse. 

Availability AV av("lc 00-008002") Availability information can also sometimes be 
present in Notes.  Includes Library of 
Congress number when provided. 

Corporate author CA ca(united nations) 
 

CODEN CODEN coden(jahcd9)  
Date revised DREV drev(20060928) 

drev(>=20121118) 
The date on which the information provider 
revised the document.  Date range searching 
is supported. 

Document title TI ti(palm oil) Includes non-English titles.  Does not include 
Publication title (PUB). 

Title only TIO tio("economic policy") Searches only the Title, not Subtitle or 
Alternate Title. 

Alternate title OTI oti(Determinantes das 
exportacoes brasileiras 
de etanol) 

  No Yes Includes Alternate 
title, subtitle, and 
original-language of 
document title, if 
available. 

Document type DTYPE dtype(book) 
 

DOI DOI doi(10.4018/jte.2011100
106) 

Digital Object Identifier 

First available FAV fav(2013-08-05) Indicates the first time the record was loaded 
onto PQD. It will not change however many 
times the record is subsequently reloaded, as 
long as the accession number does not 
change. 

From database2 FDB ti(palm oil) and 
fdb(paisint) 
ti(palm oil) and 
fdb(1007553) 

Useful in multi-file searches to isolate records 
from a single file.  
 
FDB cannot be searched on its own; specify at 

 
1 A Lookup/Browse feature is available for this field in the Advanced Search dropdown or in Browse Fields. 
2 Click the “Field codes” hyperlink at the top right of the Advanced Search page. Click “Search syntax and field codes”, then click on “FDB command” to 
get a list of database names and codes that can be searched with FDB. 
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Field name Field 
code 

Example Description and Notes 

least one search term then AND it with FDB. 

Identifier (keyword) IF if(“population groups”) Keywords (uncontrolled vocabulary terms).  
Also searchable using SU.  Search also 
contains terms from throughout the document 
which are calculated to be relevant. 

ISBN ISBN isbn(1 85864 537 9) 
 

ISSN ISSN issn(1054-139x) Also searchable via the Look Up Citation tool. 
Issue ISS iss(12) 

iss(supp*) 
Also searchable via the Look Up Citation tool. 

Journal title JN jn("journal of planning 
education and 
research") 

Displayed in Publication title.  Look-Up list 
available under Publication title. 

Language  LA la(french) The language in which the document was 
originally published. 

Note NT nt(reprint) Note and Availability can contain similar 
information. 

Page count PCT pct(9) Number of printed pages, when supplied 
Pagination PG pg(369-377) The start page is searchable on the Look Up 

Citation tool. 
Start page PAGE page(369) First page number – displayed within 

Pagination.  Searchable on the Look Up 
Citation tool. 

Publication date PD pd(20110415) 
pd(>=20110415) 
pd(20120101 - 
20130430) 
pd(2010-10-18) 

Date range searching is supported. 

Publication title1 PUB pub(proceedings 
political science) 
pub("australian journal 
of international affairs") 

Includes all Publication names.  Journal 
names also searchable using JN. 

Publication type PT  pt(scholarly journals) Preferred search uses Document type 
(DTYPE). 

Publication year YR yr(2012) 
yr(2009-2011) 
yr(>2009) 

Single year or a range of years may be 
searched. Displayed within Publication date. 

Publisher PB pb(elsevier) 
pb(new york) 

Publisher name - can also contain city/state 
information. 

Publisher location PBL pbl(united states)  When provided, tends to be country rather 
than city/state information. 

Report number RP rp(sd-nps-cp-4)  
Series SR sr(panorama)  
Source details SRC src(“part b”) Includes Publication Title, Volume, Issue, 

Publication Date, Pagination, and similar 
items.  Also searchable by the Look Up 
Citation tool. 

Subject1 SU su(“health policy”) 
su(children) 

Contains descriptors from controlled 
vocabulary (broader terms prefixed by a *).  
Also includes uncontrolled terms displayed as 
Identifiers (keywords); these are displayed 
separately except in older records. 

Title TI ti(palm oil) Includes non-English titles.  Does not include 
Publication title (PUB). 

Updates UD ud(2012) 
ud(2012-08-13) 

Date(s) when updates provided by the supplier 
reached a certain point within the ProQuest 
load/update process. 

Volume VO vo(2) Also searchable by the Look Up Citation tool. 

http://search.proquest.com/professional/commandline.professionalpage.recentsearchtabview.recentsearchesgridview.scrolledrecentsearchlist.checkdbssearchlink:rerunfilteredsearch/13F4D7375373EE44CA/None?site=adisranddinsight
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Limit options 
Limit options are quick and easy ways of searching certain common concepts. Check boxes are available for: 

Peer reviewed 
 
Short lists of choices are available for: 
 
Document type, Language, Source type 
 
Date limiters are available in which you can select single dates or ranges for Publication date, and Updated. 

Browse fields 
You can browse the contents of certain fields by using Look Up lists. These are particularly useful to validate spellings or 
the presence of specific data. Terms found in the course of browsing may be selected and automatically added to the 
Advanced Search form.  Look Up lists are available in the fields drop-down for: 

Author, Publication, Subject 

 “Narrow Results By” limiters 
When results of a search are presented, the results display is accompanied by a list of “Narrow results by” options shown 
on the right-hand panel. Click on any of these options and you will see a ranked list showing the most frequently occurring 
terms in your results.  Click on term(s) to include or exclude and apply them to (“narrow”) your search results. “Narrow 
results by” limiters in PAIS International include  

Peer reviewed, Source type, Publication title, Document type, Subject, Language, Publication date 

Look up citation 
If you need to trace a particular bibliographic reference, use the Look Up Citation feature. Find a link to this toward the top 
left of the Advanced Search page, or in the drop list under Advanced on any search form; click this link and you will go to 
a form where you can enter any known details of the citation, including document title, author, journal name, volume, 
issue, page, publication date, ISSN. 

 

Terms & Conditions 

PAIS International: The PAIS database is the property of, and is available from, Public Affairs Information Service, Inc.  
Customer agrees that the material received therefrom shall be used for internal or in-house purposes only and shall not 
be duplicated for commercial purposes. 

Dialog Standard Terms & Conditions apply. 

 
 
 
 
 
Contact: Dialog Global Customer Support 
Email: Customer@dialog.com 
Within North America 1 800 3 DIALOG (1 800 334 2564)  
Outside North America 00 800 33 DIALOG (00 800 33 34 2564)  

http://support.dialog.com/terms
mailto:Customer@dialog.com

