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FSTA is a comprehensive source of worldwide information on food science, food technology and food-related human 
nutrition.  FSTA covers literature on basic sciences relevant to food (biochemistry, microbiology, toxicology) as well as 
biotechnology, food safety, food processing, food products, patents, economics and legislation.  FSTA is closely managed 
by a team of expert scientists, who rigorously vet additions and sources for value and relevance to the sciences of food 
and health. 

FSTA is a powerful tool for the global food community and brings you the latest in research, new product development, 
quality assurance and control, food safety, food composition, regulations and consumer trends.  It includes relevant 
content across a host of related fields, including: 
 

• Agriculture 
• Agronomy 
• Analytical techniques 
• Animal science 
• Biotechnology 
• Brewing and distilling 
• Economics, business and 

management 

• Endocrinology 
• Environmental health 
• Epidemiology 
• Food manufacturing 
• Food safety 
• Metabolomics 
• Microbiology 
• Packaging 

• Pet foods 
• Plant science 
• Psychology 
• Sport science 
• Toxicology 
• Veterinary medicine 
• Viticulture and oenology 

 

Covering a wide range of interdisciplinary content, from journal articles and trade publications to standards and industry 
patents, FSTA is full of high-quality scientific abstracts with in-depth keyword indexing from the unique FSTA thesaurus. 
 
Use FSTA to answer questions like: 

- What role does the gut microbiome play in the development of dementia in the aging population? 
- What is the efficacy of caffeine as an ergogenic aid? 
- What is the impact of heat stress on poultry and how can it be minimized? 
- What packaging materials can potentially transfer estrogenic compounds into food? 

 

Update Frequency   Weekly 

Date Coverage    1969 – present 

Geographic Coverage   International 

Document Types   Journal articles, patents, standards, 
dissertations, books and reports

Sources   Nearly 5,500 scientific journals from 62 countries, plus thousands of other sources including patents, standards, 
reports, dissertations and books. 
 

Publisher 

IFIS   
Ground Floor, 115 Wharfedale Road, 
Winnersh, 
Wokingham, Berkshire, RG41 5RB 
UK  

https://www.ifis.org/fsta/journalassessment?hsLang=en-gb
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Search fields 
Field codes are used to search document fields, as shown in the sample document.  Field codes may be used in searches 
entered on Basic Search, Advanced Search, and Command Line search pages.  The table below lists the field codes for 
this database. 

Field Name Field 
Code Example Description and Notes 

Abstract AB ab(antimicrobial n/3 resistance 
n/3 test) 

Use proximity and/or Boolean operators to 
narrow or broaden your search and double 
quotes to search for a precise phrase. 

Abstract present ABANY su(salmonella) AND abany(yes) Add: AND ABANY(YES) to a query to limit 
retrieval to records with abstracts. 

Accession number AN an(2020-08-Sn3578) A unique document identification number 
assigned by the information provider.  

TI 
 

AU 
AUFN,AULN 

 

LA 

SL 
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PUB 
VO 
ISS 

PG 
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Field Name Field 
Code Example Description and Notes 

All fields ALL all(zoonotic n/1 foodborne n/1 
transmission) 

Searches all fields in bibliographic files. Use 
proximity or Boolean operators to narrow or 
broaden search results and double quotes 
for a precise phrase. 

All fields + text -- “zoonotic foodborne transmission” Same as ALL field code: searches all fields.  
Author1 

Author First Name 
Author Last Name 

AU 
AUFN 
AULN 

au(“bersot, l*”) 
aufn(l*) 
auln(bersot) 

Includes all Authors. 

First author FAU fau(perin a) 
First name listed in Author field. It is 
included in Author browse, but its position 
cannot be specified in the Author browse. 

Author affiliation AF af(federal university of parana) 

Includes as much data as is available in the 
original document, such as department, 
organization, address, city, state, country, 
author email, etc. 

Corporate author CA ca(institute of brewing)  

Date created DCRE dcre(20200514) 
dcre(>20200501) 

The date on which the information provider 
created the record. 

Document title   See Title 

Document type DTYPE dtype(article) 

The majority of items in FSTA are journal 
articles, but there are several other 
document types: patents, reviews, standards, 
dissertations, books and reports. 

DOI DOI doi(10.1007/s42770-019-00188-x) Search the portion of the DOI that comes 
after http://dx.doi.org/. 

First available  FAV fav(20200514) 
fav(>20190831) 

Indicates the first time a document was 
loaded on Dialog. It will not change if the 
record is subsequently reloaded as long as 
the accession number remains the same.  

From database2 FDB 

su(carotenoids) AND 
fdb(FOODSCIENCETECH) 
su(carotenoids) AND 
fdb(1008253) 

Useful in multifile searches to isolate 
records from a single file. FDB cannot be 
searched on its own; specify at least one 
search term then AND it with FDB. 

ISSN ISSN issn(1678-4405) 
issn(16784405) 

Also searchable via the Look Up Citation 
tool. 

Issue ISS iss(1) Also searchable via the Look Up Citation 
tool. 

Journal title JN jn(brazilian journal of  
microbiology) Look up list available under Publication title. 

Language LA la(english) The language in which the document was 
originally published. 

Summary language SL sl(english) All abstracts in FSTA are in English. 

Pagination PG pg(335-345) The start page is searchable on the Look Up 
Citation page. 

Patent information PAT pat(wo 2011054402) 

Patent information includes patent 
publication country, patent publication 
number and patent priority date. All 
elements of the patent can be searched with 
field code PAT. Alternatively use the specific 
codes below. 

Patent inventor INV inv(germain j s)  

http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s42770-019-00188-x
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Field Name Field 
Code Example Description and Notes 

Patent assignee PA pa(lyckeby amylex as)  
Patent priority date PRD prd(20080125)  
Patent publication 
country PBC pbc(cs)   

Patent publication 
number PN pn(284741)   

Publication title1 PUB pub.exact(journal of microbiology) 
Title of publication where document 
originally appears, usually a periodical title. 
Use ‘exact’ to disambiguate titles. 

Publication date PD pd(2020) 
pd(>20190601) Date range searching is supported. 

Publication type PSTYPE pstype(journal)  

Publication year YR 
PY 

yr(2020) 
yr(2018-2021) 

Displayed in Publication date field. 
Date range searching is supported. 

Source information SRC src(microbiology 51) 

Includes Publication Title, Issue, Volume, 
ISSN, Publication Date, and Pagination.   
Also searchable via the Look Up Citation 
tool. 

Subject1 SU 
su(doxycycline) 
su.exact(antibiotics resistance) 
su(“meat poultry and game”)  

The Subject field includes FSTA thesaurus 
terms and section headings and 
subheadings. Use ‘exact’ to disambiguate 
terms. 

Main subject SUBT subt(salmonella) SUBT searches terms from the Subject 
display field only. 

Title TI ti(salmonella and chicken and 
meat)  

Includes the Title, Foreign Language Title, 
Alternate Title and Subtitle, when available. 

Title only TIO tio(antimicrobial susceptibility) Searches only the Title, not Subtitle or 
Alternate Title. 

Updates UD ud(20200514) 
ud(<20210101) 

The date(s) the record was loaded as a 
result of an update provided by the supplier. 

Volume VO vo(51) Also searchable via the Look Up Citation 
tool. 

1 A Lookup/Browse feature is available for this field in the Advanced Search dropdown or in Browse Fields. 
2 Click the “Field codes” hyperlink at the top right of the Advanced Search page. Click “Search syntax and field codes”, then click on “FDB command” to 

get a list of database names and codes that can be searched with FDB. 
 

Search tools 
In addition to Search Fields, other tools available for searching are Limit Options, Browse Fields, “Narrow Results By” 
Filters, and Look Up Citation.  Each is listed separately below.  Some data can be searched using more than one tool.  

Limit options 
Limit options are quick and easy ways of searching certain common concepts.  Check boxes are available for: 

Abstract included 

Short lists of choices are available for: 

Document type, Language  
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Date limiters are available in which you can select single dates or ranges for date of publication and updated. 

Browse fields 
You can browse the contents of certain fields by using Look up lists.  These are particularly useful to validate spellings or 
the presence of specific data.  Terms found in the course of browsing may be selected and automatically added to the 
Advanced Search form.  Look- up lists are available in the fields drop-down and in the search options for: 

Author, Subject 

and in the fields drop-down only for: 

Publication title 

Thesaurus 
The FSTA® thesaurus is available by clicking on the “Thesaurus” hyperlink on the Advanced or Command Line Search 
pages.  Terms may be searched within the thesaurus, then selected to be added automatically to the Advanced or 
Command Line search forms.  Thesaurus terms are also listed in the Subjects Browse Field. 

“Narrow Results By” filters 
When results of a search are presented, the results display is accompanied by a list of “Narrow results by” options shown 
on the right-hand panel.  Click on any of these options and you will see a ranked list showing the most frequently 
occurring terms in your results.  Click on the term to apply it to “narrow” your search results.  “Narrow results by” filters in 
FSTA® include  

Author, Language, Publication Title, Subject, Document type and Publication date. 

Look up citation 
If you need to trace a particular bibliographic reference, use the Look Up Citation feature.  Find a link to this toward the top 
left-hand corner of the Advanced Search page, or in the drop list under Advanced on any search form; click this and you 
will go to a form where you can enter any known details of the citation, including document title, author, journal name, 
volume, issue, page, publication date, ISSN. 
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Document formats 
Document Format Fields Online 

Export / 
Download 

Brief view Title and Publication date ü  

Detailed view Same as Brief view plus a 3-line KWIC window ü  

KWIC (Keyword in Context) 
Detailed view plus all occurrences of your search 
terms, highlighted within the fields where the terms 
occur 

ü ü 

Preview (subscribers only) 
Title, Author, Publication title, Publisher, Volume, 
Issue, Pagination, Publication date, Abstract, 
Subject 

ü  

Preview (transactional) Title, Publication date, abbreviated Abstract ü  

Brief citation Complete record minus Abstract and Indexing ü ü 

Citation / Abstract Complete record  ü1 ü 

Custom Choose the fields you want  ü2 
1 In Online-view mode, Dialog gives access to two document formats only: brief citation, and the ‘most complete’ format available.  Depending on the 

database, or the amount of data available for a record, the most complete format may be any one of Citation, Citation/Abstract, Full text, or Full text – 
PDF (depending on availability of full text). 

2 Custom export/download format is available in the following mediums only: HTML, PDF, RefWorks, RTF, Text only, XLS. 
 

 

Terms & Conditions 

FSTA® is copyrighted by IFIS – core food information. 

Dialog Standard Terms & Conditions apply. 

 
 
 
 
Contact: Dialog Global Customer Support 
Email: Customer@dialog.com 
Within North America 1 800 334 2564 
Outside North America 00 800 33 34 2564 

http://www.proquest.com/documents/ProQuest-Dialog-Terms-and-Conditions.html
mailto:Customer@dialog.com

